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ISTANBUL

The Experience Of A Lifetime

The history of Istanbul goes back some 3500 years, and for 1500 years the city was capital to the
Roman, Byzantine and Otoman empires. Although it lost the title of Turkish capital to Ankara with the
declaration of the youthful Republic, it has remained the country’s cultural, artistic, industrial and
spiritual capital. Modern buildings, facilities and entertainment centers have now been added to the
cultural and historical legacy of thosands of years of history of this magnificient metropolis.

Istanbul has always fascinated travelers with its sights, sounds and spectacular natural setting. Today
the city is also on its way to becoming a business fair and congress capital. It offers visitors nearly
inexhaustible oppurtunities for entertainment, excursions and shopping, and is one of the few cities

able to offer all of these at one and the same time.

One can change continents in just a few minutes in Istanbul, either by ferry or by crossing the Fatih
Sultan Mehmet and Bosphprus bridges from one side of the city to the other, and within a hour you
can be on the Black Sea coast. Shared taxis known as dolmus are a popular and convenient way of
getting about the city, an done can cross from one shore to another by means of small ferry boats.
One can also travel from one end of the Bosphorus to the other on boats. Istanbul is an old old city,
you can see the remains of many ancient civilizations and their culture in harmony with Turkish
culture. The old versus the new, the traditional versus the modern is a conflict a visitor often
observes. The city is full of contrasts, and colorful views.
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